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4 The Messiah as child

One of the umbilical links between the Old and New Testaments is the child foretold in the prophets notably,
Isaiah, and the birth of Jesus, the promised one. I invite you to ponder afresh the passages in Isaiah which
speak of this child (Isaiah 7: 14; 9: 1-7; 11: 1-11) to see what they reveal of God’s nature and his Kingdom.
And then to read afresh the two birth narratives of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. There is
something distinctive and vital about the fact that God is revealing himself, coming among us, as a baby:
“This will be a sign to you: you will the babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”

Jesus does not refer to his childhood in his adult ministry, and we must be careful not to build theology where
he chooses not to do so. But he does draw attention to the importance of the cries of newborn babies in Psalm
8: 2. And although we know that salvation comes to us through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus,
rather than through his childhood, we should be careful not to overlook Jesus the promised child.

When thinking about this in Malaysia a year or two ago, I preached on the subject “child in the midst” arguing
that God had chosen to place a child in the middle of human history, and that the immediate reaction was that

this divine child was placed in a manger because there was no room for him in the inn. Still I wonder whether

we make sufficient room in our theology, biblical studies, worship, and pastoral work for the baby Jesus.

In very practical terms [ am suggesting that Christmas is rightly seen as a very special festival, and that it
should not simply be seen as a prelude to the later ministry of Jesus. In this little baby God is revealing deep
things about himself, and as we grasp them we will see both our Father God, and also little children
differently. (I commend to you the book by David Jensen, Graced Vulnerability (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press,
2005) which takes this as one of its starting points.

5 Child as Representative of Jesus and Kingdom

As some of you, know I have been working with my friend Professor Haddon Willmer for over three years on
a book that expounds the encounter between Jesus and his disciples in Matthew 18 where Jesus places a child
in their midst as a sign of the Kingdom of Heaven. This has led us botho realise that neither we, nor our
theological and biblical colleagues have given sufficient attention to what this child in the midst teaches us
about Jesus, the way of the Cross and the nature of the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus is clear that there is a risk
of his disciples missing out on the Kingdom all together if they do not heed the sign of the child, but
subsequent church history does not suggest we have heeded his action, teaching or warnings seriously.

[ do not intend to summarise our findings because if I try to do so we might never get out of this session! But
let me give you a flavour of our exposition. We see the disciples engaged in an argument which is essentially
theological. And it is about arguably the most important matter of all: what the Kingdom of Heaven means.
That is what it really means to follow Jesus all the way with integrity and commitment. Jesus has tried to
explain the nature of the Kingdom and the way of the Cross in a number of different ways: stories, signs,
examples, actions, and specific teaching. But they have not even grasped the most basic idea of this
Kingdom. So as he begins his final journey to Jerusalem and the Cross he places a child in their midst to
provide a completely unexpected clue or key to the Kingdom.

As we have considered this deeply and at length we have come to believe that the passage has considerable
insights for us all into the heart of God, the way of the Cross and how we are to relate to children and to Jesus.

One crucial discovery for us concerns the use of the term “representative”. Others have talked about the way
Jesus identifies with little children in this and a later incident when he took little children in his arms and
blessed them. And clearly there is a close link between children and Jesus. We have come to see the word
“representative” as crucially important here. And this has led us to see in a fresh way how Jesus represents us
on the Cross. He holds the space open for us so that by his Spirit the time comes when we are really “in him
in his death” and therefore raised with him to newness of life. The child and Jesus are not interchangeable,
any more than Jesus and his followers are interchangeable, but they and we are representatives.

.l thi_nk I will need to leave it at this point, but would of course be happy to discuss things with you, and hope
it will not be too long before this book is available in print.

6 The Child and Systematic Theology

At this stage in a seminar you do not want me to introduce another huge topic, so I will be very brief. Our
biblical reading depends on a framework of theological understanding that is often called systematic theology.
However hard you try you can’t get away from it. This was what Calvin the great biblical scholar meant
when he penned his Institutes. Rather than keep on repeating himself in every commentary he tried to sum up
some of the truths that underlay everything he was finding in the Scriptures.

_T}mse of us who have studied systematic theology with a child in mind find that children are usually marginal
if not completely invisible in all that has been written so far. (Others have noticed before that the poor,
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women and black people have also been noticeably absent in what is written and have started to put that
right.)

As we begin to re-read this theology we find that new insights are dawning and new questions arise about:
Creation, the Fall and Sin, Redemption, Church, Christ, the Kingdom of Heaven, the Resurrection, the Last
Days and so on. The most obvious example is the way in which a child helps us to understand the “now” and
“not yet” of the Kingdom of Heaven. This is a big enterprise but we are making a start. We do not know what
we will find, but taking our clue from Jesus we know that we can do no other, so help us God.

Marcia Bunge and I have been discussing the possibility of a book by theologians from around the world who
are challenged to look afresh at a number of key theological issues with a child in the midst of their thinking.
We are looking as I speak for those from South America who might be willing and able to join others from
every continent in the enterprise.

Our response to children

As we close let us draw out the meaning of Matthew 18 for us all, whether theologians, pastors or parents and
children’s activists. Child Theology is not interested in part-theology: it is determined to facilitate
practical/operative theology. So here is a summary of some of the practical implications of the journey so far:

e A richer and fuller understanding of the nature of children and childhood
So those working as teachers, advocates have a more theologically informed framework in which to work.

e New understandings of church and mission

Children are seen as nearer the heart of worship and ministry and not just as hearers and learners, but as
those who teach and lead by their very presence. This is good news for those working alongside children
because there could be a sea-change in the understanding of the people of God about children’s ministry.

e A prophetic role for those engaged in children’s ministry

Our engagement with children of all sorts leads us to discover truths that must be share with the wider
Christian community. Children’s ministry must not be seen as a separate and discrete area of ministry.

e Rethinking education and faith formation

Those engaged in Child Theology have begun to look with critical eyes at some of the taken for granted
assumptions we have about the nature and purpose of education, and how children learn whether about life
or faith. The significance of the cries of babies and infants tends to be overlooked in church and school.

e Parenting

It takes a village, a church community to parent.

s Adulthood
Perhaps one of the greatest contributions of Child Theology is that adulthood is seen differently!

Conclusion

This is work in progress and I hope you will have much to add by your suggestions and critical observations.
The process of discussion and conversation is vital to all that Child Theology is and does. That is how we
believe it began when Jesus entered a theological discussion, and this consultation is part of the very same
conversation that others have joined around the world.

Questions and Comments

Q I’ve always thought we should remember the children in our planning. T can understand budgeting for
children’s work and ministering to them but what do you mean by ‘partnering with them’?

A The critical thing is that they are God’s partners — how does that change what we do? As I showed my
grandson the stars, I saw them in a new way too. If you take a human view of kingdom, the children
are at the bottom. If you live according to the Kingdom of Heaven (where God has his way) , how are
the children leading? It will not be in an imperial or tribal way. How might a child’s cry lead, for

example?
Q Do we think we can learn from children? Do we believe they have the Holy Spirit?
A Are children nearer to God’s heart? My brother-in-law heard a child praying and was so deeply moved

he left saying he was not worthy to be in the same tent. Participant: In August I was in Burkina Faso,
children came and sung and prayed for us, as they did last night. T was touched in a way that I hadn’t
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been for a long time. We have seen many young ones so gifted by God, but because of age, they have
been kept away. We need to partner with them in ministry. We should consciously give them room
where they can have opportunity to enrich our lives. Participant: I have two children and they
seriously watch Christian satellite TV programmes and have the ambition to be part of God’s mission.

Q I was looking for a way in which I could equip those who work with children. I'm still thirsty. Children
model themselves on adults. It is dangerous to simply say that children are partners. It would be
dangerous to be preaching as a child who is simply acting like the adults they have seen. Would that
still be saying they are partners? How do we partner with them, in practical ways?

>

I hope by the end of the consultation we shall have several ideas. Partnership does not imply that the
partners are equals. Participant: The church is behind the secular world in listening to children.

- Participant: There are many intelligent people in the church, why wasn’t this seen before? We must
| have been blinded by the enemy. Participant: God sees us as deaf and blind. What else are we blind
| to? God hid things from the wise and learned. One reason we didn’t go there is fear: the idea that

| seminaries might have been based on false premises, for example.
Q Who is the child this theology is talking about? Don’t we value learning?
A We are starting with the little child in Mt 18. But we are exploring beyond that. Do we see child and

adults as opposites?

S1.4: Compassion Africa’s Contribution to sensitizing theological schools on
ministry to children

(Shiferaw)

The mission of Compassion International reads like this: /n response to the Great Commission,
Compassion International exists as an advocate to children to release from their spiritual, economic,
social and physical poverty and enable them to become responsible and fulfilled Christian aduls.
When this is translated into action, there are many practical outcomes such as the following:

e Executing different child development models with local churches:

o Child development through sponsorship (CDSP)
o Child Survival Program ( CSP)
o Leadership development program (LDP)

e Challenging the worldwide Church on its Biblical mandate to minister to children

One means of executing Compassion’s mission is through Advocacy. Compassion’s advocacy
intervention on behalf of children has two components:

o Internal advocacy- this focuses Compassion staff members and the partner churches

e External advocacy- this targets the members of the body of Christ with which there is no
partnership for holistic child development

Compassion wants to achieve several objectives in its external advocacy efforts. The one more
relevant for us reads:

“That the Church will draw on our experience, research, and expertise in order to increase the
effectiveness of its ministry to children in poverty.”

To this end, our strategic advocacy goals for 2005 - 2007 include:

e Sensitizing theological schools in Africa on the strategic importance of ministry to children
for the Kingdom agenda

o Consultation for theological school principals on the importance of children’s
ministerial training

® Networking with other Para church child focused organizations and associations of
churches

o Working with Africa-wide church organizations (¢.g. AEA,AACC) to create
increased awareness of child ministry
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o Networking with child focused Africa-wide organizations for encouragement,
sharing of experiences and resources

o Conducting child ministry awareness creation workshops on ministry to
children- Malawi, Burundi

o Video film and poster production on ministry to children

As a result of this work, we expect that Theological schools will understand the profound importance
of children as the mission of God and in the mission of God.

How will we know that we are achieving our objectives? We think the following outcomes will
indicate positive change. Theological schools will:

e include child development and ministry to children in the courses they offer to their students
offer workshops on ministry to children to church leaders and Para church organizations

e include on their staff persons knowledgeable on children’s ministry

e include books on children in their libraries

To date, we have organized two consultations for principals of theological schools: one for Eastern
Africa (in Nairobi) and one for selected West Africa countries - Benin, Togo, Ghana and Burkina Faso
(17). The response has been very good, with great receptivity and no resistance to the idea. Many have
started departments on ministry to children and almost all started workshops and short courses on
children's ministry.

There are still challenges, which include:

e TLack of awareness on the Biblical mandate on ministry to children
e Lack of awareness on the importance of children for God’s work
e Lack of trained manpower on children

e Lack of resource materials

We conclude that most theological schools in Africa offer little training in children’s ministry. The
main reason for this is a lack of awareness of the importance of children in and for God’s mission.
However, the willingness of theological schools to go into children ministerial training is very
encouraging. Few theological schools can do this on their own so the situation lends itself to a long
term well-designed partnership among the body of Christ worldwide.

Questions and Comments

Participant: people are starting to teach, but libraries have no idea of what is available. Books are difficult to
access as they come from UK or USA. Perhaps we could come up with a core package that some place could
get these books into the colleges. We need to resource them. Participant: —even what is written in Africa is
based on what is in Europe and US. Participant: we need to write from our own stories in Africa, not
depending only on outsiders.

Q  What is Compassion doing in regarding to inspiring writers? Is there a plan to finance or something to
motivate and inspire African writers?

A A good question that no one can answer. Perhaps this meeting can find out what the Body of Christ can
do. Compassion can chip in something, but cannot be depended on. And it doesn’t need to be Africans,
but could be by person with African heart as well.

Q  What do we call African literature? Why not encourage Africans to produce literature?

A Participant: Can we start with what we have and where we’re at? Writing requires particular skills. We
can have African writers piggy backing on Western writers who have the style to bring a product.
Participant: it is true that we need to write from Africa. If you look at the philosophers, they built upon
each other’s works. No man is an island. Participant: we need to think of what kind of content we need
in these resources and this must be part of our resolution. Participant: we should also investigate the
paradigm before we get into the material. Most of the material is written in the wrong paradigm. (A table
listing some source material is attached in Appendix I, provided by Isobel.)

Q  We are practical doers; we immediately ask ‘what are we going to do?” We don’t ask the questions that
go in before that. It’s not a criticism. We are looking for solutions. Schools now are setting up
programmes that want to add something about children. Keith is saying: ‘no we need to rethink
everything’ Participant:. 1 don’t think Compassion should wait before teaching about children.
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A It’s not an either or. We can do both. The networking and partnership means that from now on, we can
talk! This is not saying wait for the paradigm, but recognize the shift that is coming.

S$1.5: Equipping for Ministry in Holistic Child Development
(Shiferaw)

Compassion is committed to helping the Church reach the next generation.
Why the Next Generation?

e Because all children and young people are at risk.

o Some are at risk from poverty
o Others are at risk from prosperity!

e Most people who will make a decision to follow Christ, will do so before the age of 15

o Children and Young people are receptive because “the clay is still soft.”

We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, His power, and the wonders
he has done. He decreed statutes and established the law which He commanded our forefathers to
teach their children, so the next generation would Imow them, even the children yet to be born, and
they in turn would tell their children. Psalm 78:2-7

The church needs to be serious about children and youth - because God surely is! We want to:

e Challenge the Church regarding its responsibility and unique role in caring for needy children
and youth.

e Equip the Church with the vision and skills it needs to respond to this mandate.

The MA Program in Holistic Child Development, (HCD) begun at Malaysia Baptist Theology
Seminary in Penang, Malaysia in 2001, was created in response to the biblical mandate to care for
children.

Compassion’s strategy envisions partnerships with a few key seminaries and other Christian training
institutions to implement academic programs in HCD. The purpose of the partnerships will be to see
the establishment of independent, on-going, seminary owned programmes in HCD as an integral part
of what the seminary offers.

Overall Objectives

e Equip students with prior experience in child development with a wide range of competencies and
understandings related to Holistic Child Development

e Develop analytical and critical skills to relate the Bible to current child development theories and
practice and evaluate their own experience in the light of the interactions.

The goal is that participants will be equipped to become competent leaders in all aspects of Holistic Child
Development. The HCD partnership provides graduate level training for Compassion Asia staff, for key
Compassion Partner staff, and for strategic child development workers and practitioners from other non-
Compassion countries in Asia.

Why Do Theological Schools need programs in Holistic Child Development?

e To equip the Church (that’s what Seminaries do!) to do the right way — the Biblical way - of child
development (Holistic Child Development — Luke 2:51-52).

e Torespond in obedience to The Great Commission, and to aggressively address/ correct the “Great
Omission.”

e To promote equipping in other mandates and passions of the Church — Leadership Development, Church
Growth and Mission.

Distinctives of the HCD Ministerial Training Programmes

e The Scope: The needy inside and outside the Church.
Many seminaries provide courses or degrees in teaching and nurturing children and young people already
in the church.
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However, there are still are many seminaries who have not responded with programs to fulfill the
Church’s responsibility to care for needy children outside the Church, and to prepare students for such
ministries

e The Nature: Holism
The HCD program fosters a holistic view of ministry to children. The HCD Programs are different from
the course offerings some seminaries offer to improve Christian Education or Sunday Schools in the
churches. Tt influences and equips the church to minister holistically to needy children both inside and
outside the church.

e The Approach: The Centrality of children as objects of and agents for mission.
The HCD Program understands ministry to children as essential for growing the leadership for the next
generation. HCD programs are at the forefront in understanding the centrality of children as both objects
of, and agents for mission.

e The Foundation: Centrality of children in our biblical theology
The intent of HCD programs is to produce a whole new layer of Christian leadership for the next
generations. This leadership has a unique understanding of God’s heart for children and the relevance of
holistic child ministries to the Ministry and Mission of the Church.

HCD Program: Work in Progress

To date, the Penang Programme has attracted 200 participants from 17 countries and the Child Theology
Resource Centre (ChILD) is providing significant support.

New HCD programmes are planned or have started in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. Books and resources
are being developed and the growing Child Theology Movement is informing child ministries and theology,
missiology, ecclesiology, etc.

Curriculum ,
e Module I: Core/Foundation: Certificate in HCD
o Child Theology
o Theories and Processes of Holistic Child Development
o Child, Church, and Mission
o The Asian Context of Child Development

e Module II: Ministry: Graduate diploma in HCD

Trauma, Recovery, and Resilience in Child Development
Intervention Strategies for Holistic Development of Children at Risk
Caring for and Equipping Caregivers

HCD Curriculum Design

Health and Nufrition

Parenting/Family Issues

Networking and Partnership

O 0 0O 00 0 0

e Module IIIl: Research and Leadership Development: Master’s Degree in HCD

Specialization in the response to various sectors of Children at Risk
Christian Leadership in HCD Ministries.

Program Management and Facilitation of HCD

Networking and Partnership

Advocacy

Servant Leadership

Strategic Planning and Organization

Research and Design

Field Practicum

Guided Research/Project/Seminars

O 000000 Q000

Questions and Comments

Keith commented that he had a copy of the syllabus material and the reader for the theological component of
the HCD course, which he teaches, available for perusal. Although it was designed for HCD in Asia it could
also be adapted and applied to Africa. There are strengths and weaknesses of everything — it can be improved
with the input of those present. For example, even the secular notion of “Child Development” implies
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o The church is not addressing the growing need of children
Materials
o The materials that we are using to train and teach children are not done
well. Not designed by professionals. Not contextualized
o Not many are published but African teachers/writers
o Lack of teaching materials
e Accrediting agents are not flexible to give accreditation for holistic
curriculum
Need for specific focus on Child development
Counselling traumatized children (war, domestic violence, etc)
Caring for children living with HIV and Aids
Integrating children who are ex-soldiers into the society (Congo)
Helping teenage mothers care for their children
Domestic violence and children
Pastoral care and discipleship for children and youth
Building relationships with children
Training youth to develop skills to sustain themselves (gardens etc)
e Organizing effective and relevant Sunday Schools
e Producing children educative materials
3 e . Child at Risk .
o Time — 5 days (45 hrs) — needs more time
o Presentation — student focused — good approach
o Content — three years, need based

e

e © & e o
P

e Christian Education - lacks focus on children
e Sunday School Material fails to address needs of children outside the church
e Material used by Theological Schools is not contextualized
e Church Bible Schools do not include the unchurched — where do we find
these children, those outside the boundary of the church or para-church
organization?
4 e Lack of capacity for pastors to equip families

o Family relating to church: church to equip families (mother, father, child).
No integrative view, only separate

e Low status for women: the most vital in teaching children have been the
women and they are not equipped.

e An ancient African word — Ubuntu (“humanity to others”, or “I am who |
am because of who we all are”

o Story Telling — help parents to tell the good stories of Jesus to their families

e Pastors challenge in balancing ministry of family

e Church leader’s ignorance in ministry to children at their age level. The
pastor may not be able to say things relating to children.

e Sunday School used to keep children away from the main service.

5 e Child Theology is missing

e Resource Material shortage

e Understanding Children’s Ministry in Biblical perspective (lacking among
pastors which makes a vicious circle on children’s ministry)

e The whole church is looking from an adult perspective (need to be
interactive and relevant and not living an exemplar life before them)

e TFailure to consider the power of media for educating children.
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General Reflection

Participant: there is a conflict between having the material and putting it into an institution. You have the
drivers of the vision who say ‘this must be here’ and then there is the Dean who is trying to fill the required
hours and wondering who will take responsibility for the teaching, etc. The vision has also to accommodate
with curriculum accreditation requirements.

Keith expressed his sympathy with academic deans. If we could put the situational analysis with the academic
deans, that would be good. How do we do that? We have all this but if ultimately it’s all down to the deans, we
have to find strategies to convince the academic deans.

Thursday 23 November

S2.1: Devotions
(Lois)

A focus on the content and process of theological training
Mt 21: 28-32: The Parable of the two sons

Who was Jesus addressing? — chief priests and elders
What does it say? That we should be doers

How does Jesus start this? He asks a question and tells a story to make them think. He starts with a
disturbing dilemma then comes back with another question. He could have just given a couple of lines
to teach but instead, he engaged his listeners.

S2.2: A Proposed course in Child Theology
Theological Foundations of Holistic Child Development
(White)

How did Jesus teach? We don’t seem to have listened well to the way he did things. I have a folder of
content and we only have time to take a brief stroll through it. I also want to communicate process
(how it is taught). It could provide the basis for a major in CT or as the theological component for
training of children’s workers.

Course Description

The course is intended to provide biblical and theological foundations for the whole of the HCD programme,
and therefore for the ministry and mission of the students. It contains much that is of practical and theological
relevance for Christians working alongside children, young people and families, at whatever level of operation,
but is also designed for pastors, church leaders and theological trainers. The purpose is not simply to focus on
children and childhood, so much as to allow God’s heart and purposes to be better understood with “a child in
the midst”. In most Christian activity, including churches, families and communities children are present, but
even where they are not, holding a child in the midst provides vital clues to God’s way of seeing and doing
things. It enables students to engage coherently at a deeper and more appropriate way with the Bible in their
ministry.

| The way Jesus did things and related to people is as important as what he did and said, and the course seeks to
model itself on the ministry of Jesus, in terms both of content and process. The group dynamics are integral to
the course, creating experiences that can be built on and developed in a range of pastoral situations.

Course Outline
The course is divided into five sections. This means that it can be taught conveniently over the period of a
working week, or at greater intervals.
Section One: Theological Reflection on Practice
Resources: participants provide the raw material; also Cutting Edge 2001 questions (see below).
We begin with introductions. During this session students are encouraged to share and reflect on their lives
and practice with particular reference to seeking to discover the operative theology underlying what they think

and do. This includes individual and group work, an introduction to theology and the first encounter with
biblical interpretation and exposition.
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On the first day, we always have to deconstruct a classroom and then reconstruct it. We usually put them in
groups around a table and call each one a church. We always have roles — one who cares for the lecturer
(water), time keeper, facilitator, etc. We break out of the mould.

With the stories, [ ask, how many of them were happy stories, how many were happy. Usually 80-90% are
sad. How many were to do with school, inside, outside, mother, father, grandpa?

Most of the day we explore the meaning of ‘theology” and try to break down apprehension that some may
have with the discipline. “As followers of Jesus Christ, we are all theologians — would you please write that
down.” We also discuss where we get our theology from — hymns, stories, nature, literature, theological
books, sermons, Sunday School, people, children, the Bible (very few say the Bible). Most comes from
choruses and songs. The Bible seems almost marginal.

We go through a series of questions (from ‘Cutting Edge’ 20012) that those working with children around the
world ask: e.g. why do children suffer for the sins of their parents? Students go through the questions
prayerfully and highlight the ones that are theirs also. Before lunch we pray over the questions and conclude
the morning with the Lord’s Prayer.

In the afternoon, each ‘church’ works on a mission statement, a logo, a vision for their ‘church’. They begin
to see what it’s like to have a group working through issues theologically. We read the story from the
anointing of David until Goliath is killed. Each group attempts to answer: What’s the main point of the story?
There is no right or wrong.

Section Two: Historical Theology
Textbook: M. Bunge (ed.) The Child in Christian Thought

We start with Children’s letters to God each day. During this session, there is a description of the
development of ¢hurch history, with particular opportunity for the students to place themselves in context
using a “tree of church history”. The handling of Scripture (hermeneutics) is explored within this context. We
work most of the morning, starting with the roots — Egyptian, Canaanite, Jewish, etc. I ask: where are children
in this tree? Invisible! Clearly they are there, but they are not seen.

We ‘walk’ with Jesus through Matthew 16-21. The last thing that happens is that children are shouting
‘Hosanna’ in the Temple. Students are asked where they were in the walk with Jesus each day. And have 30
minutes for reflection in silence. All afternoons are Fun Times — story telling, making things, Bible Reading.

A primary issue is how emerging Asian theologies relate to Western theologies, traditions and denominations.
Students may have their first exposure to Asian theologians, male and female at this point, including Pandita
Ramabai.

Section Three: Biblical Theology
Forthcoming textbook: M Bunge (Ed.): Biblical Perspectives on Childhood

Students are engaged in exploring the Bible throughout this day, with overviews of the Old and New
Testaments, the paper “A little Child Will Lead Them”, and individual and group exegesis. For example, we
may study Ps 23 or Ps 8 After one hour of exegesis, each group is asked to draw one line that represents the
Psalm: a shape, like a swirl or wave, etc.

In the afternoon, we look at Jesus and Children in the NT. Including the story in Jn 6:1-71 the feeding of the
5000, as seen through the eyes of the boy who gave his food.

Section Four: Systematic Theology
Textbook: S. Grenz Theology for the Community of God; forthcoming textbook with working title:

International Perspectives on Systematic Theology with a child in the midst

Throughout the day students encounter the outline of systematic theology using the work of Stanley Grenz,
including God, Creation, Anthropology, Sin, Christology, Redemption, updated and challenged by the
insights of others, Asian and Western.

We start the day with Devotions, led by one of the groups. Each of the churches do a devotion during the
week. As a teacher, [ withdraw more and more.

Every day the students have to write about the day before. And I write back to them. Very often my views are
changed. We are building a foundation of trust. I never share what is in there,

2 These questions are given in some detail in the report of the Penang 1 consultation, available from Child Theology Movement
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Section Five: Practical Theology

Resources: the materials and reflections of the week coupled with detailed exploration of the biblical visions
of the community, and kingdom of God.

This day is the culmination of the whole process and is designed to help students clarify how their lives and
work will be affected and transformed by what they have done and learnt during the rest of the course.
Practical theology is concerned with what it means to do things God’s way in our lives.

So we spend a whole day preparing to leave and go out renewed. One of the songs I sing regularly is “Spirit of
the Living God, fall afresh on me.” The churches are given a task of writing an introductory book on CT.
Could they explain to others what it is about? In the Jewish tradition, children are not just present in
ceremonies, etc, but key players. How will our lives be different? We use letters as one of the main ways to
prepare for sending out. It doesn’t take long until one of the students says: wait a minute, isn’t the NT made
up of letters? There’s beauty in what we do, letters coming from 7 churches.

The letters are written to the whole church and to a group. They read out their letters to everyone. On scrolls,
singing, however they want to. They stand in front of the logo and mission statement and others gather around
to hear their letter.

I ask for a Reaction Paper, but it’s now addressed to our Heavenly Father and it’s personal for each student. I
ask them to think carefully, how they are going to start the letter and how they will end it. Then we have a
celebration: dancing, games, etc.

$2.3: The Petra College approach to Training
(Dirk Coetsee) _
We started this session with a song based on 1 Jn 4 taught by Dirk which involved dancing together.

Then Dirk told us a story about a girl in Mazambique. In 2002 or 2003 a remarkable thing happened in
Shakwe, Mozambique. A very bright girl of 12 failed her grade. This created shockwaves because she
was so bright. She then repeated the year. This was even more unusual because, though it is common
to fail it is unusual to retake the year. Teachers deliberately fail pupils and the parents then pay an
amount to the teacher to re-evaluate the paper. The teacher finds reasons to raise the marks to a pass
grade. But this girl said: “No. If the teacher said I failed, I failed and will repeat.” The teacher said,
“This is wrong, you should have paid and you would have passed.” The principal said to the parents,
“I can’t force the teacher to change, just pay.” Where did the child get this courage? This child is one
of 130,000 (July 2006) children that discovered there’s a new life.

Sybil Baloyi trained with Petra and works in Mozambique. Through 72 villages, 164 clubs, 177
schools, 307 churches and with the help of 1064 volunteers and 64 full time staff, she has reached
130,517 children.

These children are changing the whole of Mozambique. During recent floods, the adults did not know
what to do. But the children organized the evacuations because they were networked together.

Sybil’s secret is a holistic approach to children’s needs: Physical, Spiritual, Intellectual, Emotional and
Social. This reflects Petra College’s Philosophy of Children’s Ministry. It is:

e relational — if you think you can do children’s ministry without going into deep relationships, you
are misled.

e Christ-Centred.

® Contextual — not only a village in the middle of Ethiopia, but also the physical context the child is
in at that moment, e.g. at home, in school, on the street, to one child as a servant in the house,
church, community

e Participatory — the child and I are actually participating on an equal footing in ministry
e Holistic

e Integrated — not Sunday School and then sports and then, etc. It is all together. Sybil is one who
does this.

® Reconciliatory — we sometimes find that children’s ministers will move in between children and
their families. A child may say, ‘My mother hates me and is not a Christian and I like you, so can

Report Date: 28 January 2007 Page 19 of 32














































